PROPOSAL FOR A CONSULTATION ON SUSTAINABLE HEALTHCARE PRIORITY LEARNING OUTCOMES
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 EDUCATING FOR SUSTAINABLE HEALTHCARE - PRIORITY LEARNING OUTCOMES PROJECT: PROPOSAL FOR A NATIONAL CONSULTATION (version 15) SUMMARY
The health service is facing a new and pressing challenge. With climate change already damaging the health of disadvantaged groups in the UK
 and abroad

, the NHS is called upon to lead the way in carbon reduction and transformation to a resilient, health-promoting health system.  Medical education and training are central to shaping a sustainable future for health, and HEFCE
, the HEA
, Royal Colleges
 and the NHS
 have called on universities to ensure that medical graduates are sustainability-literate. 

At the request of the GMC, in 2011, the Sustainable Healthcare Education (SHE) Network brought together a national group of experts to draft priority learning outcomes for undergraduate and postgraduate medical education for sustainable healthcare.  The Network now proposes a comprehensive and rigorous consultation process to engage the wider education community: validate the approach taken and advise on how the changes may best be integrated within medical curricula. 

CONSULTATION AIMS
· To establish priority learning outcomes for undergraduate and postgraduate medical education in support of the development of an environmentally sustainable NHS

· To understand barriers & drivers to introducing learning outcomes for sustainable healthcare into curricula in medical schools, into Tomorrow’s Doctors and Good Medical Practice, and into postgraduate curricula for Foundation and Specialist Training.
· To facilitate engagement with sustainable healthcare among leaders in medical education through their participation in the consultation process.
METHODOLOGY
A modified Delphi exercise is proposed as follows:
Expert group: high-level representation to be invited from all UK medical schools, Medical Royal Colleges, Postgraduate Deaneries; GMC; NHS (NHS SD Unit, NHS Confederation), DH, WHO. Medical students, trainee representatives from deaneries/BMA.
Round 1: Online consultation supplemented by structured telephone interviews with key stakeholders.
The online consultation will be open for a minimum 12-week period January-March 2013
Round 2: High-level consultation seminar 
Anonymised outputs of Round 1 will be presented to key stakeholders, who will be invited to explore emergent themes and refine recommendations. The format will be a half day, interactive meeting, including keynote speaker and 20 minute recorded individual interviews with attendees. (April 2013, London)
OUTPUTS
Following the seminar, findings will be synthesised to produce:
a. Consensus recommendations on priority learning outcomes

b. Supplementary report on barriers and drivers, including recommendations on how to integrate into curricula 

The Consensus Recommendations and accompanying report will be disseminated to all stakeholders by email and findings submitted for publication in a peer-reviewed journal.
ABOUT THE SUSTAINABLE HEALTHCARE EDUCATION (SHE) NETWORK
The SHE Network is a fast-growing group of clinicians, academics and students, co-ordinated by the Centre for Sustainable Healthcare in partnership with the University of East Anglia. The Network works to support the goals of the NHS Carbon Reduction Strategy (2009) by preparing "tomorrow's doctors" to work in a low carbon NHS. 
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